PICA 2011: BEYOND: the unconvention, was held May 1-3 among the still-snowy mountains at the lovely Banff Springs Hotel. Organized by the Graphic Designers of Canada Alberta North Chapter, the conference boasted three days of focus on the practice, industry, and education of graphic design. 

Sunday afternoon began with Education Presentations covering a wide variety of topics from educators mostly from Western Canada. Aidan Rowe, assistant professor with the Department of Art and Design at the University of Alberta examined the role that culture can play in a contemporary design programme while Adolfo Ruiz, a graduate student at the U of A discussed the application of graphic design thinking within the social geography of cities. The evening ended with a casual reception in the Riverview Lounge and a chance for the almost 140 attendees to check out sponsor booths and merchandise.

On Monday morning Laurie Rosenwald, the conference host, began by discussing her successful careers as an illustrator, author, artist and designer. A short presentation by NSCAD Prof May Chung introducing the Gibson typeface, a gift to the GDC from type designer Rod MacDonald set the stage for Randy Hunt's presentation. Randy, product and design director at Etsy, focused on the idea and importance of pattern in design. 

Despite a travel glitch that prevented Armin Vit from attending in person, he was able to connect with the audience over Skype. Armin, co-founder of UnderConsideration, answered questions fielded by Randy as well as some asked over Twitter, detailing topics like the importance of content vs. design to the most controversial articles published on his blogs. 

Blair Enns was the final speaker of the day. His presentation, Win Without Pitching, proposed a 12-step plan for firms and agencies to adopt in order to regain full control of their business. 

The evening ended with an “Ungala” in the Cascade ballroom, which included dinner, door prizes and cake decorating with entertainment provided by the PICA host Laurie Rosenwald.

Tuesday morning began with Ray Fenwick, an artist, author and illustrator from Winnipeg, as he discussed his career path from his university experience through to creating illustrations for Nike and O Magazine. 

Jason McCann, the last speaker of the conference, discussed his career at TAXI Toronto and the importance of a single vision across all print and digital formats when implementing design concepts.

Ana Herrera, president of the GDC Alberta North Chapter, made closing remarks acknowledging the many sponsors that supported the conference. 

The hospitality suite sponsors were Coast Paper, Domtar and Neenah Paper. Gold, Silver and Bronze sponsors were ION Print Solutions, Plumbheavy Design, Lift Interactive, Transcontinental, Rhino Print Solutions, McCallum Printing Group, NewPage, Design Studies at MacEwan University, the University of Alberta, Display Design Systems, Lanternfish Design & Digital Signage, Vivid Print and William Huff Displays.

With the Banff Springs Hotel as a stunning backdrop to engaging speakers that both inspired and challenged the attendees, PICA 2011 came to a successful close.

